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Alone, for other creature in this place 
Living, or lifelefs, to be found was none. Paradife Loft. 

I never durft in darknefs be alone. Dryden’ s Ind. Emp. 

Alo'ne. adv. 

1. This word is feldom ufed but with the word let , if even then 
it be an adverb, and implies fometimes an ironical prohibition, 
to help a man who is able to manage the affair himfelf. 

Let us alone to guard Corioli 
If they fct down before’s ; ’fore they remove, 

Bring up your army. Shakejpeare’ s Corlolanus. 

Lei you alone , cunning artificer; 

See how his gorget peers above his gown, 

To tell the people in what danger he was. Ben. Johnf. Cat'll. 
To let alone; to forbear ; to leave unfinifhed. 

His client ftole it, but he had better have let it alone ; for he 
loll his caufe by his jeft. Addtfon. Spectator , N° 408. 

Alo'ng. adv. [au longue, Fr.] 
j. At length. 

Some rowl a mighty ftone ; fome laid along , 

And, bound with burning wires, on fpokesof wheels are hung. 

Dry den , /Eneid vi. 

2. T hrough any fpace meafured lengthv/ife. 

A firebrand carried along, leaveth a train of light behind it. 

Bacon’s Natural Hjlory, N° 274. 
Where Ufens glides along the lowly lands. 

Or the black water of Pomptina ftands. Dryd . .Eneid vii. 

T hroughout; in the whole; with all prefixed. 

They were all along a crofs, untoward fort of people. South. 
Solomon, all along in his Proverbs, gives the title of fool to a 
wicked man. Tillotjon. 

Joined with the particle with ; in company; joined with. 

I your commiffion will forthwith difpatch, 

And he to England {hall along with you. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Hence then ! and Evil go with thee along , 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, Hell ; 

Thou and thy wicked crew ! Milton’s Par. Loft, h. vi. 

Religious zeal is fubjedt to an excefs, and to a defedt, when 
fomething is mingled with it, which it fhould not have ; or when 
it wants fomething that ought to go along with it. Sprat. 

Sometimes with is underftood. 

Command thy Haves : my free-born foul difdains 
A tyrant’s curb ; and reftive breaks the reins. 

Take this along ; and no difpute (hall rife 
(Though mine the woman) for my ravifh’d prize. Dry den. 
6. Forward; onward. In this fenfe it is derived from allons, 
French. 

Come then, my friend, my genius, come along. 

Thou mafter of the poet and the fong. Pope. 

Alo'ngst. adv. [a corruption, as it feems, from along.] Along; 
through the length. 

The Turks did keep ftrait watch and ward in all their ports 
thereabout alongfl the fea-coaft. Knollcs’s Lift, of the Turks. 
Alo'of. adv. [ all off, that is, quite of'.] 

At a diftance; with the particle from. It generally implies a 
fmall diftance, fuch as is within view or obfervation. 

Then bad the knight this lady yede aloof. 

And to an hill herfelf withdrew afide, 

From whence {lie might behold the battle’s proof, 

And elfe be fafe from danger far deferied. Fairy Efuccn, l. i. 

As next in worth. 

Came fingly where he ftood, on the bare ftrand, 

While the promifeuous croud ftoed yet aloof. Parad. Lof. 

The noife approaches, though our palace ftood 
Aloof from ftreets, encompafs’d with a wood. Dryden. 

Applied to perfons, it often infmuates caution and circumipec— 
tion. 

Turn on the bloody hounds with heads of fteel, 

And make the cowards ftand aloof at bay. Shah. Henry VI. 
Going northwards, aloof as long as they had any doubt of 
being purfued, at laft when they were out of reach, they turned 
and crofl'ed the ocean to Spain. Bacon. 

The king would not, by any means, enter the city, until he 
had aloof feen the crofs fet up upon the greater tower of Gra- 
nada, whereby it became Chriftian ground. Bacon s Hen. VII. 

Two pots ftood by a river, one of brafs, the other of clay. 
The water carried them away ; the earthen veffel kept aloof 
from t’other. L’Ejlrange’s Fables . 

The ftrong may fight aloof ; Ancaeus try’d 
His force too near, and by prefuming dy’d. Dryd. Fables. 

. In a figurative fenfe, it is ufed to import art or cunning incon- 
verfation, by which a man holds the principal queftion at a dif- 
tance. 

Nor do we find him forward to be founded ; 

But with a crafty madnefs keeps aloof. 

When we would bring him on to fome confeftion 
Of his true ftate. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

. It is ufed metaphorically of perfons that will not be feen in a 
Sign. 

It is neceffary the queen join ; for, if fhe ftand aloof, there 
will be ftill fufpicions : it being a received opinion in the world, 
that file hath a great intereft in the king’s favour and power. 

q Suckling. 
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5. It is applied to things not properly belonging to each other. 

Love’s not love. 

When it is mingled with regards that ftand 
Aloof from th' entire point. Shakefp. King Lear 

At.oud. adv. [from a and loud.] Loudly; with a ftrong voice • 
with a great noife. 

Strangled he lies ! yet feems to cry aloud. 

To warn the mighty, and inftrudlthe proud ; 

That of the great, neglecting to be juft, 

Heav’n in a moment makes an heap of duft. Waller, 

Then heav’n’s high monarch thund’red thrice aloud. 

And thrice he {hook aloft a golden cloud. Dryd. /Eneid vii. 
Alow. adv. [from a and low.] In a low place; not aloft. 

And now aloiv, and now aloft they fly, 

As born through air, and feem to touch the sky. Dryden, 
A'LPHA. n.f. The firft letter in the Greek alphabet, anfwer* 
ing to our A ; therefore ufed to fignify the firft. 

I am alpha and omega, the beginning and the ending, faith 
the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty. Reveled. 

ALPHABET. n.f. [from cl.T/ba, alpha, and 8 r?,o>, beta, 'the two 
firft letters of the Greeks.] The order of the letters, or ele- 
ments of fpeech. 

Thou fhalt not High, 

Nor wink, nor nod, nor kneel, nor make a fign, 

But I of thefe will reft an alphabet , 

And by ftill practice learn to know thy meaning. 

S hakcjpeare’s Titus Andr aniens. 
The letters of the alphabet, formed by the feveral motions of 
the mouth, and the great variety of fyllables compofed of let- 
ters, and formed with alrnoft equal velocity, and the endlefs 
number of words capable of being framed out of the alphabet , 
either of more fyllables, or of one. Holder. 

Taught by their nurfes, little children g;et 
This faying* fooner than their alphabet. Dryd jun . Jiru . 
To Alphabet, v. a. [from alphabet, noun.] To range in the 
order of the alphabet. 

Alphabetical. \ adj. [from alphabet-, alphabet! quefEr.] In the 
AlphabeTick. ) order of the alphabet ; according to the fe- 
ries of letters. 

I have now by me, digefted in an alphabetical order, all the 
counties, corporations, and boroughs in Great Britain, with 
their refpedive tempers. Swift. 

AlphabeTically. adv. [from alphabetical.] In an alphabeti- 
cal manner ; according to the order of the letters. 

I had once in my thoughts to contrive a grammar, more than 
I can now comprife in Ihort hints ; and a dictionary, alphabeti- 
cally containing the words of the language, which the deaf per- 
l'on is to learn. Holder’s Elements of Speech. 

Alre'ady. adv. [from <2// and ready.] At this prelent time, or 
at fome time paft ; oppofed to futurity ; as, Will he come feon ? 
He is come already. Will it be done ? It is done already. 

Touching our uniformity, that which hath been already an- 
fvvered, may ferve for anfwer to that exception. hooker. 

You warn’d me ftill of loving two; 

Can I love him, already loving you ? Dryd. Indian Emp. 

See, the guards, from yon far eaftern hill 
Already move, no longer ftay afford ; 

High in the air, they wave the flaming {'word. 

Your fignal to depart. Dryden’ s State of Innocence . 

I confine myfelf to methods for the advancement ot piety, 
which are in the power of a prince limited like ours, by a ftnet 
execution of the laws already in force. Szwjt. 

Methinks, already I your tears furvey, 

Already hear the horrid things they fay, 

Already fee you a degraded toaft, 

And all your honour in a whifper loft ! P°P' 

Ai.s. adv. [als, Dutch.] Alfo; 1 ike wife : a word now out of ufe. 
The golden fun hisgliftering head gan {hew, 

And fad remembrance now the prince amoves 
W ith frefh defire his voyage to purfue ; 

Als Una earn’d her travel to renew. Fairy £{ueen, b.u 

AYso. adv. [from all and Jo ] 
r. In the fame manner ; likewife. 

In thefe two, no doubt, are contained the caufes of the great 
deluge, as according to Mofes, fo aljo according to neceflity ; 
for our world affords no other treafures of water. Burnet’ sEhco. 
2. Aljo is fometimes nearly the fame with<?W, and only conjoins 
the members of the fentence. 

God do fo to me, and more alfo. 1 Samuel, xiv. 44 * 

AY tar. n.f. [ altare , Lat. It is obferved by Junius, that the 
word altar is received, with chriftianity, in all the European 
languages ; and that altare is ufed by one of the Fathers, as ap- 
propriated to the Chriftian worfhip, in oppofition to the art 0 
gentilifm.] 

1. 1 he place where offerings to heaven are laid. 

The goddefs of the nuptial bed. 

Tir’d with her vain devotions for the dead, 

Refolv’d the tainted hand fhould be repell’d, ; 

Which incenfe offer’d, and her altar held. Dryd. Fan 

2. The table in Chriftian churches where the communion F a 
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Her grace rofc, and, with modeft paces; 

Came to the altar , where fhe kneel’d, and, faintlike, 

Caft her fair eyes to heav’n, and pray d devoutly. 

; Shakejpeare s Henry V 111 . 

AYtaragp. n.f [altaragimn, Lat.] An emolument anfing to 

the prieft from oblations, through the means of the altai. 
u 1 Ayliffes Paragon. 

AYtar-cloth. n.f [from altar and cloth.] The cloth thrown 

over the altar in churches. , - 

I lhould fet down the wealth, books, hangings, and altar- 
cloths, which our kings gave this abbey. Peacham on Drawing. 
To ALTER, v.a. [, alterer , Fr. from alter, L at.] 

1. To change; to make otherwife than it is. To alter, feems more 
properly to imply a change made only in lome part of a thing; 
as, to alter a writing, may be, to blot or interpolate it ; to 
change it, may be, to lubftitute another 111 its p.ace. 

6 ' Do you note 

How much her grace is alter’d on the Hidden ? 

How long her face is drawn ? how pale fhe looks, 

And of an earthly cold ? ^ Shak. Hen. VIII. 

A<fts appropriated to the worfhip of God by his own ap- 
pointment , 1 muff continue fo, till himfelf hath otherwife de- 
clared : for who dares alter what Xrod hath appointed ? 

Stilling feels Defence of Difc. on Romijh Idolatry. 

2 . To take off from a perfuafion or fe<ft. 

For the way of writing plays in verfe, I find it troublefome 
and flow ; but I am no way altered from my opinion of it, at 
leaft with any reafons which have oppefed it. Dryden. 

To ALTER.' v. n. To become otherwife than it was; as, 
the weather alters from bright to cloudy. 

AYterable. adj. [from alter ; alterable, Fr.] That which may 7 
be altered or changed by fomething elfe ; diftin£t from change- 
able, or that which changes, or may change itfelf. 

That alterable refpeefts are realities in nature, will never be 
' admitted by a confiderate difeerner. Glanville. 

Our condition in this world is mutable and uncertain, alter- 
able by a thoufand accidents, which we can neither forefee nor 
prevent. Rogers. 

I wifh they had been more clear in their directions to him 
upon that mighty point, Whether the fettlement of the iuccef- 
fion in the Houfe of Hanover be alterable or no ? Swift. 

AYterable ness. n.f. [from alterable.] The quality of being 
alterable, or admitting change from external caufes. 
AYterably. adv. [from alterable.] In fuch a manner as may 
be altered. 

AYterant. adj. [alterant, Fr.] That which has the power of 
producing changes in any thing. 

And whether the body be alterant or altered, evermore a 
perception preceded! operation ; for elfe all bodies would be 
alike one to another. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory. 

AlteraTion. n.f [from alter', alteration, Fr.] 

1. The act of altering or changing. 

Alteration, though it be from worfe to better, hath in it in- 
conveniencies, and thofe weighty. Hooker,. 

2. The change made. 

Why may we not prefume, that God doth even call for fuch 
change or alteration, as the very condition of things themfelves 
doth make neceffary. Hooker, b. ii. § t o. 

So he, with difficulty and labour hard. 

Mov’d on : 

But he once paft, foon after, when man fell. 

Strange alteration ! Sin, and death, amain 
Following his track (fuch was the will of heav’n !) 

Pav’d after him a broad and beaten way. Parad. Lojl , b. ii. 
No other alteration will fatisfy ; nor this neither, very long, 
without an utter abolition of all order. South. 

Appius Claudius admitted to die fenate the fons of thofe who 
had been Haves ; by which, and fucceeding alterations , that 
council degenerated into a moft corrupt body. Swift. 

AYterative. adj. [from alter.] 

Medicines called alterative , are fuch as Tiave no immediate 
fenfible opeiation, but gradually 7 gain upon the conftitution, by 
changing the humours from a ftate of diftemperature to health, 
i hey are oppofed to evacuants. Sjhtincy. 

When there is an eruption of humour in any part, it is not 
cured merely by outward applications, but by fuch alterative 
medicines as purify the blood. Government of the Tongue. 

AltercaTion. n. f [ altercation , Fr. from altercor , Lat.] De- 
bate ; controverfy ; wrangle. 

By this hot purfuit of lower controverfies amongft men pro- 
fefliiig religion, and agreeing in the principal foundations there- 
of, they conceive hope, that, about the higher principles them- 
lelves, time will caufe altercation to grow. Hooker. 

Their whole life was, in a manner, little elfe than a perpe- 
tual wrangling and altercation-, and that, many times, rather 
tor victory and oftentation of wit, than a fober and ferious 

A , l a , r ? 0f * uth - , T Hakewell on Providence. 

A ? dj ' l alUrnu h L *t-] Acting by turns, in fucceflion 
eucri to the other. 

And God made two great lights, great for their ufe 
1 ? "J 311 ; tae greater to have rule by day, 

VOL I ^ ^ alUrn ' Mlt9n ' 5 ^ h - 
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Alte'rnacy. n.f. [from alternate.] AAion performed by turns; 
ALTERNATE, adj. [ alterr.us , Lat.] Being by turns ; one 
after another ; reciprocal. 

Friendfliip confifts properly in mutual offices, a no a generous 

ftrife in alternate a£ts of kindnefs. . hc ' uth ' 

Hear how Timotheus’ various Iay 7 s furprife, 

And bid alternate paffions fall and rife ! 

While, at each change, the fon of Lybian Jove 
Now burns with glory, and then melts with love. Pope. 
Alternate angles. [In geometry.] Are the internal angles 
made by a line cutting two parallels, and lying on the oppofite 
Hides of the cutting line ; the one below the firft parallel, and the 

other above the fecond. _ 

Alternate ratio, or proportion, iswhcie the antecedent 
of one is to its confequent, as the antecedent of another to its 
confequent ; the very fame ratio, in this cafe, holding alter- 
nately in refpe<5f of the antecedents to each otner, and the con- 
fequents to each other. _ Chamber s. 

Alternate, n.f. [f rom alternate, adj.] That which happens 
alternately; viciflitude. 

And rais’d in pleafure, or repos’d in eafe, 

Grateful alternates of fubftantial peace, 

They blefs the long nocfturnal infiuence Hied 
On the crown’d goblet, and the genial bed. Prior. 

To Alternate, v. a. [alterno, Lat.] 

1 . To perform alternately. 

Thofe who, in their courfe. 

Melodious hymns about the fov’reign throne 

Alternate all night long. Milton’s Paradife Lojl, b. v. 

2. To change one thing for another reciprocally. 

The moft high God, in ail things appertaining unto this 
life, for fundry wife ends, alternates the difpofition of good and 
evil. Grew’ s Cofmologla Sacra, b. iii. 

AlteYnately. adv. [from alternate.] In reciprocal fucceflion, 
fo that each fnall be fucceeded by that which it fucceeds, as, 
light follows darknefs, and darknefs follows light. 

The princefs Meleftnda, bath’d in tears. 

And tofs’d alternately with hopes and fears, 

Would learn from you the fortunes of her lord. Dryden . 

Unhappy man ! whom forrow thus and rage 
To different ills alternately engage. Prior . 

The rays of light are, by fome caufe or other, alternately dif- 
pofed to be reflected or refra&ed for many viciffitudes. Newton. 
Alte'rnateness. n.f. [from alternate.] The quality of being 
alternate, or of happening in reciprocal fucceflion. Didl. 

Alternation. n.J. [from alternate.] The reciprocal fucceftion 
of things. 

The one would be oppreffed with conftant heat, the other 
with infufferable cold ; and fo the defect of alternation would 
utterly impugn the generation of all things. Brown’s Vul. Err. 
Alte'rnative. n.f [alternatifYx.] The choice given of two 
things ; fo that if one be rejected, the other muff be taken. 

A ftrange alternative 

Muft ladies have a dodtor, or a dance ? Young. 

Alternatively, adv. [from alternative.] In alternate. man- 
ner ; by turns ; reciprocally. 

An appeal alternatively made may be tolerated by the civil 
law as valid. ' Ay life’s Parergon. 

Alte'rnativeness. n.f. [from alternative.] The quality or 
ftate of being alternative ; reciprocation. Didf*. 

AlteYnity. n.f. [from altern.] Reciprocal fucceflion; vi- 
ciflitude ; turn ; change of one thing for another ; recipro- 
cally. 

They imagine, that an animal of the vafteft dimenfions, and 
longeft duration, ftiould live in a continual motion, without the 
alter nit y and viciflitude of reft, whereby all other animals con- 
t^ nue * Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. viii. c. 1. 

Altho'ugh. conj. [from all and though. See Though.] Not- 
withftanding ; however it may be granted ; however it mav 
be that. J 

We all know, that many things are believed, although they 
be intricate, obfeure, and dark; although they exceed the reach 
and capacity of our wits ; yea, although in this world they be no 
way poflible to be underftood. Hooker, b. v. § 2 2. 

Me the gold of France did not feduce. 

Although I did admit it as a motive 

The fooner to effeeff what I intended. Shakefp. Hen. V. 
The ft refs muft be laid upon a majority; without which 
the laws would be of little weight, although they- be good ad- 
ditional fecurities. b o 

Altigrade. adj. [from altus and gradior, Lat.] Rifing-on 

high - Dice 

Altj'loquence. n.f. [adits 2nd icqucr, Lat.] Hiffh fpeech" 
pompous language. b r ^ > 

AltFmetry. n.f [altimetria, Lat. from altus and pWf The 
ai t oi taking or meafuring altitudes or heights, whether accef- 
iible, or maccefliole, generally performed by a quadrant 
Altisonant, ladj. [altifonus, Lat.] High founding;' pom- 
Altisonous. S pous or lofty in found. jy ^ 

AYtitude. n.f [aititudo, Lat.] 

1. Height of place ; fpace meafured upward. 
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